
             	

For Immediate Release 
Media Contacts: 
Jessica Perez, jessica.Perez@collierseniorcenter.org 
Mary Ann Green, MaryAnn@magink.biz 

COLLIER SENIOR CENTER—GOLDEN GATE ANNOUNCES NEW SENIOR CENTER DIRECTOR
Naples, FL – 8/3/26 – Collier Senior Center-Golden Gate, Collier County’s first nonprofit senior resource 
center dedicated to addressing the needs of older adults and caregivers, is pleased to announce the 
appointment of Jessica Perez, MS, as new Senior Center Director.  

A community leader and bilingual human services professional, Perez will be responsible for overseeing the 
administrative, fiscal and general operating functions, including: strategic planning; advocacy; community 
outreach and partnerships; donor relations, fundraising and grant writing; program, service, event and activity 
development in conjunction with staff, volunteers and community partners; and overseeing the organization’s 
continued expansion.  

With a BA in Science, Human Services, from Southern New Hampshire University and MS in School Counseling 
from Capella University, Perez has six years experience leading programs, building strategic partnerships, 
coordinating services and improving outcomes for diverse populations throughout the community. From her 
position as a Road Deputy for Collier County Sheriff’s Office, to Family Service Worker and School Counselor 
for Collier County Public Schools, the Collier County native is known for developing meaningful relationships 
across government, education, nonprofit and community sectors while advancing mission-driven initiatives. 

Collier Senior Center was founded in 2010 as the first senior resource center in Collier County when the 
Women’s Philanthropic Network and Community Foundation established the 501(c)3 tax-exempt charitable 
organization as Collier Senior Resources after discovering Collier was only county in Florida without such a 
resource center, and an assessment revealed the need for programs serve the community’s growing older 
adult population. 

Services began with a Virtual Resource Directory for caregivers and, in 2014, the organization continued its 
growth, opening the Golden Gate Senior Center with the County’s daily hot lunch program, AARP Foundation 
job training and placement for out-of-work low-income seniors and a weekly Meals of Hope food pantry for 
anyone in-need. 

Since then, nonprofit has continued to evolve to meet the ever-changing needs of Collier County’s older 
adults and those who care for them. Today, Collier Senior Center offers life-transforming fellowship, 
enrichment, and wellness programs, along with continuing education and critical services, in a safe, vibrant, 
diverse, welcoming environment to more than 2,300 members. 
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“I want people from all walks of life to know that when they walk through our doors, they'll find not only 
resources, support, and opportunities to thrive, but also a safe haven, meaningful friendships, a sense of 
purpose, and a family,” shares Perez. “Everyone deserves a place where they belong, where they feel seen, 
valued and respected, and I am committed to ensuring Collier Senior Center-Golden Gate continues to be 
that place for every older adult and caregiver that we have the privilege to serve.” 

Collier Senior Center-Golden Gate's community senior center, open Monday – Friday (excluding major 
holidays), 9am to 5pm, and an array of free services for seniors, caregivers and those in-need throughout 
Collier County: 

• 2,300+ members enjoying more than 10 weekly programs, plus a variety of offerings each month: daily 
breakfast, hot lunch and coffee bar; monthly birthday parties; dance and exercise classes; art and craft 
classes; cards and games; holiday parties and additional life-enhancing offerings like health screenings, 
seminars, technology classes, counseling and support services. 

• More than 1,200 hot lunches a month to seniors in-need; Harry Chapin “Care & Share” nutritious, easy-to-
prepare meal kits to 200 older adults each month; and a collaboration with Meals of Hope Food Pantry. 

• Direct Assistance Program providing emergency financial assistance to 1,400 seniors since 2018.  
• UPSLIDE Mental Health Counseling + Peer Support to 165 seniors since 2020. 
• Centralized source for local and long-distance caregivers seeking senior-related information, services and 

resources in Collier County. 
• Partnerships to provide programs, socialization and convenient access to other agencies. 
• Virtual Resource Directory. 

The organization maximizes each dollar received by collaborating with trusted partners, including Area 
Agency on Aging, Catholic Charities (social services), Collier Area Transport, Collier County Nutrition, Sheriff’s 
Office and more. For more information about Collier Senior Center-Golden Gate, please call 239.252.4541, or 
visit CollierSeniorCenter.org. 

### 

Collier Senior Center (formerly Collier Senior Resources) is Collier County’s first senior resource center, established as a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in 2010 to address the needs of older adults and caregivers through programs, services, 
education and advocacy. Collier Senior Center-Golden Gate provides free services for seniors, caregivers, and those in-
need; life-enhancing programs, services and seminars; Leadership Coalition on Aging; the Virtual Resource Directory and 
more. For more information, please call 239.252.4541, or visit www.CollierSeniorCenter.org. 

https://collierseniorcenter.org/
http://collierseniorcenter.org/programs-services/
http://collierseniorcenter.org/resource-directory/
http://collierseniorcenter.org/resource-directory/
http://collierseniorcenter.org/
http://collierseniorcenter.org/
http://collierseniorcenter.org/programs-services/
http://collierseniorcenter.org/

